
February 16, 1999 LB 297

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: It was your understanding, then, when they
did get to the point that they needed funds, that there probably 
would be a bill introduced for construction specifically for
this, and/or private donations and so forth, or a framework for
that. Is that what you are envisioning?
SENATOR SCHIMEK: Yes, and, Senator, I think what could happen
here is that we could raise all the money for the plantings, but 
what the state might eventually have to do is pay for the
landscape architect to be on staff, and I think that we should
probably do that anyway, whether we have this...this renewal of 
the old plan or not. But, for instance, some of the plants that 
are in the original landscaping plan might not be the very best 
that we could plant right now. We might want an updated version 
of that plant that's not as susceptible to Nebraska winters or 
whatever, that that could be part of the landscape 
architecture...architect purview, but also just seeing that 
these plant...plants are updated and kept up to date over the 
years. They've just fallen into neglect and, frankly, it's not 
at the top of anybody's priority.
SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Well, would that be in this bill ultimately
to do that immediately, or is that still in the future, too?
SENATOR SCHIMEK: To do what immediately?
SENATOR WEHRBEIN: The landscape architect, the position.
SENATOR SCHIMEK: No, that is not in this bill, and that I don't
envision would come until later anyway.
SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Okay.
SENATOR SCHIMEK: I mean it would be good to have now but right
now we really shouldn't be doing too much planning or 
rearranging of the landscape because too much of it is going to 
have to be torn up anyway.
SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Well, I have been one to support what we've
done; the murals that we did a few years cost us additional 
money and was a long time coming. I am not adverse at all to 
having a long term plan for the capitol because it's going to
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